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(54) Method for adjusting the call admission 
method using the same 

(57) The present invention concerns a method for 
adjusting the call admission control threshold(s) of a 
least one cell of a cellular network and a call admission 
control method using the same. 

Method for adjusting the call admiss.on control 
threshold(s) of at least one cell of a cellular network 
characterised in that said method consists at least, for 
each cell, in: 

. determining repetitively the instantaneous loading 
level value (Xn) of the considered cell; 

. repeating this operation a number (N) of times dur- 
ing a predetermined time period (T); 



comparing the different values (Xn) with the maxi- 
mum tolerated cell load value (Xth) for the consid- 
ered cell, or with a value related to said value (Xth), 
for example through shifting, and determining the 
number (C) of times where Xn > Xth; 
modifying the maximum allowed cell load value for 
new call admission (Xcac), by increase or de- 
crease, when C or C/N is different from a given ad- 
missible outage threshold value (Vth); 
leaving Xcac unchanged when C or C/N is equal to 
the given admissible outage threshold value (Vth), 
repeating the aforementioned steps for consecutive 
time periods (T). 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to cel- 
lular radiocommunication networks, more particularly to 
quality control in network systems by limitation of the 
work load accepted by the network in relation with its 
handling capacity, and concerns a method for adjusting 
the call admission control threshold(s) of such a net- 
work, and a method for controlling new call admissions 
making use of the preceding adjustment method. 
[0002] The present invention is directed to so-called 
Call Admission Control (CAC) procedures, especially in 
relation with CDMA systems. 

[0003] The purpose of the CAC procedure is to block 
(refuse) calls that cannot be handled property by the net- 
work or that would cause a degradation of the quality of 
service of existing users. 

[0004] Essentially, CAC is a protective measure that 
anticipates the effect of a new call on the global opera- 
tion of the system. CDMA systems being inherently lim- 
ited by interference, CAC for CDMA is based on soft 
blocking criteria, usually defined in relation with the load- 
ing status of the considered cell of the network. Hence, 
a CDMA-oricntcd procedure is designed to block new 
calls that would eventually overtoad the system, i.e. 
cause it to function under intolerable interference con- 
ditions. 

[0005] In practice, the Radio Network Controller 
(RNC) continuously monitors the loading status of every 
cell it is controlling. In the uplink, cell load is related to 
the total power received at the considered base-station, 
whereas in the downlink cell load status is indicated by 
the total transmitted power of the said base-station. 
[0006] For example, cell load can be defined as 

v/ .. . j noise power 

Xuplink= 1 - total received power ot the base station 

- Xdownlink = total transmit power of the base station 

[0007] In both cases, fast variations of instantaneous 
load are filtered out and CAC is based on an average 
cell load value. In fact two independent CAC proce- 
dures must normaly be carried out in parallel for each 
link, and the call is accepted only if it complies with the 
constraints of both links. 

[0008] In this context, CDMA-oriented CAC generally 
consists of the following steps (for uplink and downlink): 

- to maintain an evaluation of the current average cell 
load; 

- to anticipate the cell load increase due to the con- 
sidered incoming call and to derive a new cell load 
Xncw (Xncw represents the average load that 
would be obtained after addition of the new user); 

- to compare Xnew with a threshold Xcac. 



[0009] The call is then accepted if and only if Xnew < 
Xcac, where Xcac denotes the maximum allowed cell 
load for new call admission. 



[0010] In practice, capacity limit of the system is re- 
lated to a maximum tolerated cell load Xth, and the sys- 
tem is deemed to be in outage whenever the instanta- 
neous load exceeds Xth. As a result, system limit is 
5 reached when the outage probability Pout attains a cer- 
tain level Pth. more precisely when Pout = Pr {X.nst > 
Xth} = Pth, where Pth represents the maximum accept- 
ed outage probability (typically 5%). 
[0011] In this context, Xcac must be set so that the 
10 CAC criterion {Xnew > Xcac} be equivalent to the outage 
criterion Pout > Pth. In particular, Xth-Xcac represents 
a margin assuring that the proportion of instantaneous 
cell load samples beyond the threshold Xth does not ex- 
ceed Pth. 

is [0012] Xth being known, the technical problem con- 
sists in finding an appropriate value for Xcac. 
[0013] in prior art solutions, a fixed threshold strategy 
is usually employed; Xcac is predetermined to cover all 
situations. A worsl-case assumption is made regarding 
20 the statistical behavior of Xinst and the margin Xth-Xcac 
is derived based on this assumption. The same value of 
Xcac is then used throughout system operation. 
[0014] Nevertheless, the statistical behavior of the 
cell load is prone to frequent changes due mainly to 
25 modifications in propagation conditions. Load statistics 
are notably affected by mobile speed, standard devia- 
tion and mutual correlation properties of shadowing. 
The changing nature of load statistics renders the 
known "fixed threshold" approach inappropriate. 
30 [0015] Indeed, worst-case scenarios lead to an over- 
estimation of the Xth-Xcac margin. In other words, the 
obtained CAC threshold is overly selective and many 
calls will be unduly rejected. In fact, the "fixed-threshold" 
strategy turns out to be largely sub-optimal in terms of 
35 capacity. 

[0016] Accordingly, the main problem to be solved by 
the invention is to propose a method for adjusting the 
CAC threshold(s), in one or both linking direction(s), up- 
link and/or donwlink, in order to optimise the exploitation 
40 of the system capacity. 

[0017] To that purpose, the present invention con- 
cerns a method for adjusting the call admission control 
threshold(s) of at least one cell of a cellular network, in 
particular of CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) 
45 communication networK, in order to control new call ad- 
missions at cell level in relation with the loading status 
of the requested cell, or an equivalent cell parameter, 
and with a maximum admissible outage ratio or proba- 
bility set for the network, characterised in that said meth- 
so od consists at least, for each cell, in: 

. determining repetitively the instantaneous loading 
level value Xn, or the instantaneous value of the 
equivalent parameter Yn, of the considered cell; 
55 . repeating this operation a number N of times during 

a predetermined time period T; 
' - comparing the different values Xn or Yn respective- 
ly with the maximum tolerated cell load value Xth 
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for the considered cell with the maximum tolerated 
equivalent parameter value Yth, or with a value re- 
lated to said value Xth or Yth. for example through 
shitting, and determining the number C of t.mes 
where Xn > Xth, Yn > Yth or an equivalent inequa- 
tion is verified; 

- modifying the maximum allowed cell load or maxi- 
mum equivalent parameter value for new call ad- 
mission Xcac or Ycac. by increase or decrease 
when C or C/N is different from a given admissible 
outage threshold value Vth; 

- leaving Xcac or Ycac unchanged when C or C/N is 
equal to the given admissible outage threshold val- 

- Seating the aforementioned steps for consecutive '5 
time periods T. 

rooi 8] This invention will be better understood thanks 
lo the following description and drawings of embodi- 
ments of said invention given as non limitative examples 
thereof. 

[001 9] In the accompanying drawings. 

Figure 1 is a shematic diagram illustrating the main 
steps of a preferred embodiment of the invention; 
Figures 2A and 2B are time based diagrams repre- 
senting the evolution of the instantaneous cell load 
Xn in comparison with Xth and Xcac, respective y 
before and after adjustement of Xcac according to 
the invention, when Pout > Pth, and 
Figures 3A and 3B are time based diagrams repre- 
senting the evolution of the instantaneous cell load 
Xn in comparison with Xth and Xcac. respective y 
before and after adjustement of Xcac according to 
the invention, when Pout < Pth. 

f00201 As indicated beforehand, the method for ad- 
usting the call admission control threshold(s) of at least 
one cell consists in executing at least the followmg 
steps: 

- determining repetitively the instantaneous loading 
level value Xn, or the instantaneous value of the 
equivalent parameter Yn, of the considered cell; 

- repeating this operation a number N of times during 
a predetermined time period T; 

- comparing the different values Xn or Yn respecl.ve- 
ly with the maximum tolerated cell load value Xth 
for the considered cell, with the maximum tolerated 
equivalent parameter value Yth, or with a value re- 
lated to said value Xth or Yth, for example through 
shifting, and determining the number C of t.mes 
where Xn > Xth, Yn > Yth or an equivalent mequa- 
tion is verified, 

- modifying the maximum allowed cell load or maxi- 
mum equivalent parameter value for new call ad- 
mission Xcac or Ycac. by increase or decrease, 
when C or C/N is different from a given admissible 
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outage threshold value Vth; 

- .eaving Xcac or Ycac unchanged when C or C/N is 
equal to the given admissible outage threshold val- 
ue Vth - 

- repeating the aforementioned steps for consecutive 
time periods T. 

r00211 According to a preferred embodiment, illustrat- 
ed on figure 1 , this method can consist more precisely m: 

. determining repetitively the instantaneous loading 
level value Xn of the considered cell and calculating 
for each value Xn a corresponding average cell load 
level value Xavg(n) based on a chosen number P 
of previously determined instantaneous cell load 
level values Xn-p to Xn-1 and Xn; 
repeating the previous operations over a time peri- 
od T corresponding to a number N of temporal 
spaced instantaneous cell load level values Xn; 
determining for the said N instantaneous cell load 
level values Xn the number C of cases verifying the 
following relation (1): 

Xn > Xth - (Xcac - Xavg(n)), where Xth is the 
maximum tolerated cell load value and Xcac is the 
maximum allowed cell load value for new call ad- 

comparing the ratio C/N, or any equivalent or pro- 
portional value, to a level value Vth corresponding 
to the maximum accepted outage ratio for N instan- 
taneous cell load levels Xn. or to any equivalent or 
proportional value; 

maintaining the previously set value of Xcac or 
modifying the said value, by increasing it or de- 
creasing it, according to the result of the compan- 
son operation; . 
repeating the aforementioned steps for successive 

time periods T. 



ro0221 It should be noted that the aforementioned em- 
40 bodiment, even if it has been described more particular- 
ly in connection with the cell load as defined previously 
can of course be applied to any equivalent parameter 
or parameters reflecting the loading status of the cell, e. 
a power, number of users... 
45 5)023] in particular, cell load encompasses or is 
equivalent to any quantity related to the receded power 
aUhe considered base station (uplink) and/or the I ans- 
mit power of the considered base station (downlink). 
The previous inequation (1 ) can thus be transformed m- 
50 to an equivalent relation based on an equrvalent param- 
eter Yn, Yth, Ycac and Yavg(n). 

r0 024] In order to render the aforementioned method 
more efficient, the increase or decrease of the Xcac or 
Ycac value may be function of the magnitude of the d.f- 
55 ference between C/N and Vth and/or the length of the 
\Z periods T may be adjusted based on the expected 
average number of new calls during each time period T 
or on The number of new calls registered during the pre- 
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vious time period T within the considered cell (great 
number of new calls = small time period). 
[0025] Due to the circumstances or construction and 
capacity layouts of the network, the adjustement math- 
od can be applied to either the downlink or uplink cell * 
load or equivalent parameter, a different adjustement 
method, or fixed thresholds values, being used for set- 
ting the thresholds which are not adjusted by means of 
the method according to the invention. 
[0026] Nevertheless, the adjustement method is pref- 
erably applied to both the uplink and downlink cell loads 
or equivalent parameters and also preferably to every 
cell of the considered CDMA network. 
[0027] Various aspects and advantages of the inven- 
tive adjustement method will now be described in con- ™ 
nection with f igures 1 , 2 and 3 of the enclosed drawings. 
[0028] As it appears from the preceding features, the 
invention mainly proposes a simple device to adapt the 
CAC Ihreshold(s) to the current statistical behavior of ^ 
instantaneous cell load. 

[0029] To that effect, a threshold update period is in- 
troduced and the CAC threshold Xcac is updated at the 
end of every period based on the instantaneous load 
measurements collected during the said period. 
[0030] First of all, to every instantaneous load sample 
X(n) or Xn corresponds a moving average cell load Xavg 
(n) calculated over a sliding window. The use of a mov- 
ing average makes the scheme more robust to abrupt 
cell load variations due to the arrival of new calls during ^ 
the threshold update period. 

[0031] The basic idea of the invention is to shift the 
current load samples X(n) of a step corresponding to the 
gap between Xcac and current moving average Xavg(n) 
in order to position the load around the limit Xth. Then, 
an equivalent of the outage probability is calculated over 
the update period, and, depending on the outage prob- 
ability result, the threshold Xcac is modified so that the 
outage probability be as close as possible to Pout with- 
out exceeding this value. 

[0032] A variable-step strategy, where the step-size 
depends on the proximity of the evaluated outage prob- 
ability to Pout can be employed for adjusting Xcac. 
[0033] Refering more precisely to figure 1 , N denotes 
the size of the update period number of samples. The 
measured outage probability is defined by Pr{X(n) > Xth ^ 
- (Xcac - Xavg(n))}. The update period is assumed to be 
long enough so that the outage probability be evaluated 
accurately. 

[0034] Figures 2 and 3 highlight the main principles of 
the proposed CAC threshold adjustement method (in so 
practice in the form of an algorithm) , considering two dif- 
ferent types of cell load conditions. It is shown in partic- 
ular how the CAC margin should be set to be in accord- 
ance with the statistical behavior of the cell load. In these 
drawings, Xcac(i) denotes the threshold value after up- 55 
date period i and Xcac(i + 1 ) denotes the threshold value . 
after update period i + 1 . 

[0035] With the proposed solution, the CAC threshold 



automatically follows changes in load statistics: equiva- 
lence between the CAC criterion and the outage criteri- 
on describing the capacity limit is always obtained. 
Hence, the considered method ensures a maximum uti- 
lisation of available system capacity. 
[0036] The adjustment method is preferably carried 
out at each base station of every celt of the network, but 
could also be carried out central by the RNC. 
[0037] The invention also concerns a method for con- 
trolling new call admissions in a CDMA network, where- 
in the downlink and/or the uplink call admission contro 
threshold(s) Xcac of each cell of said network is (are) 
updated at given time intervals, according to the method 
described before, the uplink and/or downlink cell load 
increase due to each new incoming call request is cal- 
culated, the resulting expected average cell load value 
Xnew in case of addition of the new user is derived and 
the new call request is accepted and the telecommuni- 
cation link established only ir Xnew < Xcac for the con- 
cerned cell. 

[0038] According to a preferred embodiment, Xcac is 
adjusted in uplink and downlink transmission paths and 
the new call is accepted only if Xnew < Xcac for both 
downlink and uplink cell loads. 

[0039] The present invention is, of course, not limited 
to the preferred embodiments described and represent- 
ed herein, changes can be made or equivalents used 
without departing from the scope of the invention. 



Claims 



Method for adjusting the call admission control 
threshold(s) of at least one cell of a cellular network, 
in particular of CDMA (Code Division Multiple Ac- 
cess) communication network, in order to control 
new call admissions at cell level in relation with the 
loading status of the requested cell, or an equivalent 
cell parameter, and with a maximum admissible out- 
age ratio or probability set for the network, charac- 
terised in that said method consists at least, for 
each ceJL in: 

- determining repetitively the instantaneous 
loading level value (Xn), or the instantaneous 
value of the equivalent parameter (Yn), of the 
considered cell; 

- repeating this operation a number (N) of times 
during a predetermined time period (T); 

- comparing the different values (Xn) or (Yn) re- 
spectively with the maximum tolerated cell load 
value (Xth) for the considered cell, with the 
maximum tolerated equivalent parameter value 
(Yth), or with a value related to said value (Xth) 
or (Yth) for example through shifting, and de- 
termining the number (C) of times where Xn > 
Xth, Yn > Yth or an equivalent inequation is ver- 
ified; 
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. modifying the maximum allowed cell load or 
maximum equivalent parameter value for new 
call admission (Xcac) or (Ycac). by increase or 
decrease, when C or C/N is different from a giv- 
en admissible outage threshold value (Vth); 

- leaving Xcac or Ycac unchanged when C or CI 
N is equal to the given admissible outage 
threshold value (Vth); 

- repeating the aforementioned steps for consec- 
utive time periods (T). 

Method according to claim 1, wherein it consists 
more precisely in: 

- determining repetitively the instantaneous 
loading level value (Xn) of the considered cell 
and calculating for each value (Xn) a corre- 
sponding average cell load level value (Xavg 
(n» based on a chosen number (P) of prev.ous- 
ly determined instantaneous cell load level val- 
ues (Xn-p to Xn-1) and (Xn); 

- repeating the previous operations over a time 
period (T) corresponding to a number (N) o 
temporal spaced instantaneous coll load level 
values (Xn); 

. determining for the said N instantaneous cell 
load level values (Xn) the number (C) of cases 
verifying the following relation: Xn > Xth - (Xcac 
- Xavg(n)), where (Xth) is the maximum toler- 
ated cell load value and (Xcac) is the maximum 
allowed cell load value for new call admission; 

- comparing the ratio C/N, or any equivalent or 
proportional value, to a level value (Vth) corre- 
sponding to the maximum accepted outage ra- 
tio for N instantaneous cell load levels (Xn), or 
to any equivalent or proportional value; 

- maintaining the previously set value of Xcac or 
modifying the said value, by increasing it or de- 
creasing it, according to the result of the com- 
parison operation; 

- repeating the aforementioned steps for succes- 
sive time periods (T). 

3 Method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the in- 
' crease or decrease of the Xcac or Ycac value is 

function of the magnitude of the difference between 
C/N and Vth. 

4 Method according to anyone of claims 1 to 3, where- 
in the length of the time periods (T) is adjusted 
based on the expected average number of new calls 
during each time period (T) or on the number of new 
calls registered during the previous time period (T) 
within the considered cell. 

5 Method according to anyone of claims 1 to4,where- 
' in it is applied to the uplink cell load or equivalent 

cell parameter. 
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6 Method according to anyone of claims 1 to 4. where- 
' in it is applied to the downlink cell load or equivalent 

cell parameter. 

7 Method according to anyone of claims 1 to 6. where- 
in it is applied to both the uplink and downlink cell 
loads or equivalent cell parameters. 

Method according to anyone of claims 1 ^where- 
in it is applied to every cell of the considered CDMA 
network. 

Method for controlling new calls admission in a CD- 
MA network, wherein the downlink and/orthe uplink 
call admission control threshold(s) (Xcac) of each 
cell of said network is (are) updated at given time 
intervals, according to anyone of claims 1 to 8, the 
uplink and/or downlink cell load increase due to 
each new incoming call request is calculated, the 
resulting expected average cell load value (Xnew) 
in case of addition of the new user is derived and 
the new call request is accepted and the telecom- 
munication link established only if Xnew < Xcac for 
the concerned cell. 

Method according to claim 9, wherein Xcac is ad- 
justed in uplink and downlink transmiss.on paths 
and the new call is accepted only if Xnew < Xcac 
for both downlink and uplink cell loads. 
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